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program’s 
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goals
Connect!



Florida LAKEWATCH is one of the
country’s largest volunteer 
science programs.

Former LAKEWATCH Director 
Mark Hoyer, 2022

• Research, teaching, 
& extension

• Long-term water 
quality

• “Citizen Scientists”
• Founded in 1986 by 

Dr. Canfield



Where do we sample?
• 6000 sites
• 2000 water bodies
• And growing!



Thank you, volunteers!
1800 and counting

37 years!



>442,000 data points
Shared in 25 countries

60 peer-reviewed papers
40 student theses 



Research highlights:

How geological and weather 
patterns influence lacustrine 

chemistry

How the biotic and abiotic 
environment alters bird and fish 

community structures

The quality of volunteer collected 
data
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Research highlight:
Hoyer et al 2012
DOI: 10.1080/07438141.2012.736016
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LAKEWATCH Results



Monthly volunteer sample 
& data collection

Sample analyses

Data consolidation, 
analysis, & sharing

Stakeholder engagement 
& info sharing

Research, Teaching, Extension: aquatic 
ecosystem health & management

Fieldwork & extension

Lab work
Data management

How does the program work?



Director of Florida LAKEWATCH 
and Assistant Professor of 
Applied Limnology
Freshwater research interests include:
• environmental contaminants
• food webs
• invasive species
• landscape disturbances
• public health implications

lescord.g@ufl.edu (352) 846-6313

Dr. Gretchen Lescord

mailto:lescord.g@ufl.edu


Data Manager:
Marina Schwartz

marinaschwartz@ufl.edu

Lab Manager:
Dr. Zhuona (Joanna) Li

zhuonali@ufl.edu

Extension Manager: 
Dr. Liz Moreau

duermite@ufl.edu

mailto:marinaschwartz@ufl.edu
mailto:zhuonali@ufl.edu
mailto:duermite@ufl.edu


Data Manager:
Marina Schwartz
marinaschwartz@ufl.edu
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Lab Manager:
Dr. Zhuona (Joanna) Li
zhuonali@ufl.edu
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Extension Manager: 
Dr. Liz Moreau
duermite@ufl.edu
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LAKEWATCH Mission Statement

As limnologists, Florida LAKEWATCH’s staff and students work to 
understand the ecology, chemistry, and physical properties of 
inland waterbodies and coastal ecosystems. Our primary goal is to 
work with citizen and community scientists to monitor the quality 
of Floridian aquatic ecosystems. This collaboration generates 
research-quality data that is useful for stakeholders and 
management programs. Additionally, LAKEWATCH conducts novel 
limnological research, provides meaningful public extension and 
education, and helps train the next generation of limnologists 
through undergraduate and graduate teaching.
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